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Good morning friends.  I’m glad you’re here.  I come here each Sunday praying and expecting … believing God has assembled who He wants to be here.  I get that there will always be people who will blow God off.  I’ve done this.  You’ve done this.  We’ve all done this.

But while we can all think of times in our lives when this has been true of us – God calls us to a commitment to Him that looks different than this … to a faith that isn’t fickle, to a faith that isn’t situation, to a faith that isn’t circumstantial, to a faith that isn’t willing to compromise during times of testing and challenge, to a faith that stands up with courage to be the people God is calling us to be, and to a faith that moves forward with purpose with the challenges to live out the Gospel that God lays down before us and asks us to navigate with Him.

Before the FIFTH PLAGUE, God mercifully gives Pharaoh another warning and with the warning comes an opportunity to repent.  But as Pharaoh has done so many times before, he makes choices that turn his heart even harder toward God’s mercy.  I originally shared this reading with you several years ago while teaching through REVELATION 2-3, but these words by Wilbur Rees that author Tim Hansel shares in his book entitled When I Relax I Feel Guilty fit so well, that I’m going to use them again this morning to set the stage as we begin our study of EXODUS 9-10.

.PPT 2-5 …

THREE DOLLARS WORTH OF GOD | by Wilbur Rees

I would like to buy “three dollars worth of God”, please.
Not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep.
Not enough to take control of my life.
I want just enough to equal a cup of warm milk.
Just enough to ease some of the pain from my guilt.

I would like to buy “three dollars worth of God”, please.
I would like to find a love that is pocket-sized.
I don’t want enough of God to make me love people who look different than me, or pick beets with a migrant.  Not enough to change my heart.

I can only stand just enough to take to church when I have time.
Just enough to equal a snooze in the sunshine.
I want ecstasy, not transformation.
I want the warmth of the womb, but not a new birth.
I would like to purchase “a pound of the Eternal” in a paper sack.
If it doesn’t work, I would like to get my money back.

I would like to buy “three dollars worth of God”, please.
I would like to hide some for a rainy day.
Not enough for people to see a change in me.
Not enough to impose any responsibility.
Just enough to make folks think I am ok.
Could I just get “three dollars worth of God”, please?

Wilbur Rees writes about a domesticated, predictable, non-transformational God, WHO IS NOTHING LIKE THE GOD WHOSE SON JESUS CHRIST STEPPED OUT OF HEAVEN SO THAT HE COULD STEP INTO OUR LIVES.  And gang, I hope that by being a part of 2nd Street and by embracing the Mission we’ve been called to as a church, that you’re understanding in greater and greater measure that it’s TIME TO STOP PLAYING CHURCH … and that it’s time to stop following Jesus half-heartedly.

Our heart’s desire simply has to be that we become more than containers to hold a God we’ve tried to domesticate, tame, and make safe.  Instead, our heart’s desire has to be for the DANGEROUS but LIFE-GIVING PASSIONS of God to flow into us, and then back out of us into the world.  This morning are you willing to join me in saying that you’re not going to settle for “three dollars worth of God”?  Okay, let’s dig into EXODUS 9 which begins with the FIFTH of NINE PLAGUES.

EXODUS 9:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
2 For if you refuse to let them go and continue to hold them,
3 behold, the hand of the LORD will come with a very severe pestilence on your livestock, which are in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the herds, and on the flocks.
4 But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing will die of all that belongs to the sons of Israel.”’”

It’s interesting to see that God wants Pharaoh to let the Children of Israel go more for His own sake than for their sake.  God wanted them to worship Him.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

We honor and serve God by honoring and serving the people God brings into our lives and across our paths.

And just like God’s done earlier, the plagues God sends continue to be targeted against one or more of the false gods the Egyptians served.

EXODUS 9:5-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 The LORD set a definite time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in the land.”
6 So the LORD did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the sons of Israel, not one died.
7 Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not even one of the livestock of Israel dead.  But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

[image: Description: athor_1.jpeg]God directs this FIFTH PLAGUE against the Egyptian god Hathor – a fertility symbol who was always drawn, sculpted, and described in writing as having a woman’s body and the head of a cow.  Sorry women.  There’s an ancient story of a battle the Egyptians lost because their enemies put a herd of cattle in front of their advancing troops … and they won because the Egyptians wouldn’t shoot at the opposing army for fear of accidentally killing their “sacred cows.”

I think all FOUR PLAGUES up until this FIFTH PLAGUE had SOME EFFECT on the Egyptian economy.  The Nile River turning bloody and killed all the fish, hurt the livelihoods of the fishermen.  The infestation of frogs, gnats, and flies were nasty hassles that affected everyone in one way or another.  But this FIFTH PLAGUE, in which all the Egyptian livestock died, brought real economic chaos into Egypt.

This past week while preparing for this teaching, I started thinking about the parallels between THESE NINE PLAGUES and the economic challenges you and I have experienced since 2008 … and I was reminded of the reality that when going through hard times, you and I, just like Pharaoh and the Egyptians, are left with two choices …

1. When going through hard times my heart grows hard when I blame God for allowing, or causing what I’m going through.
2. When going through hard times, I receive God’s peace and provision when I surrender to Him.  This is THE GREAT EXCHANGE.

Over and over again we’re seeing Pharaoh resisting the will of God, resenting the hardship he’s going through, and getting a harder and harder heart.

ILLUSTRATION … I have a friend who used to be worth millions, but our recent economy has taken him and his company through huge changes.  But through this chapter of his life, my friend has really surrendered his life back over to God, and even though it looks like, on the surface that he’s “lost nearly everything”, I’ve never seen him more settled, more at peace, or living more on purpose with God.

You know it’s true … but sometimes it’s not until the bottom drops out that we truly turn to God.  Remember the words Job said after losing everything …


JOB 1:21b (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

21b Job said … “The Lord gave me what I had, and the Lord has taken it away.  Praise the name of the Lord!”

Maybe you’re going through a time of loss like Job experienced right now.  KEEP CLINGING TO THE LORD … GOD IS STILL CLINGING TO YOU.  Maybe you’re going through a season of life where it seems like there are more losses than gains.  DON’T TURN YOUR BACK ON GOD … GOD HASN’T TURNED HIS BACK ON YOU.  Maybe your life seems more like a tornado zone in Kansas than like the palm trees and tropical beaches of Hawaii.  DON’T GIVE UP ON GOD … GOD HASN’T GIVEN UP ON YOU.  God is still in control.  And here’s a SECOND FAITH LESSON we need to pay attention to …

FAITH LESSON 2

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ learn to surrender to God over and over and over again – and in learning this lesson, they experience the presence, the power, and the peace of their Abba Father.

And now, like the THIRD PLAGUE in the previous set of three, this SIXTH PLAGUE of boils, which impacted people and animals alike, comes on without any warning.

EXODUS 9:8-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls of soot from a kiln, and let Moses throw it toward the sky in the sight of Pharaoh.
9 It will become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and will become boils breaking out with sores on man and beast through all the land of Egypt.”
10 So they took soot from a kiln, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses threw it toward the sky, and it became boils breaking out with sores on man and beast.
 
The Hebrew word translated boil here means to burn and refers to a painful, swollen inflammation of the skin.  The Egyptians were familiar with all sorts of sores and infectious skin diseases – in fact, they had several gods dedicated to their health and healing, and they had a group within their priesthood called The Sunu who only focused on “the healing arts.”
[image: Description: ttp://www.nemo.nu/ibisportal/0egyptintro/1egypt/gudasidor/gudabilder/sekhmet.gif]
Skhmet was a warrior goddess with the body of a woman and the head of a lion … she was believed to have both the power to create epidemics AND to bring healing.  That’s not fair!  That’s like owning a hospital AND a funeral home.  It’s just wrong!

Archeologists have found shrines dedicated to Skhmet in the tombs of both common people and Pharaohs.  And people were
often-known to wear special amulets of Skhmet on chains around their necks to ward off evil spirits and illnesses … and then if they got sick, to heal them.  Skhmet was an all-purpose goddess.
[image: Description: mage:Imhotep.JPG]
Imhotep was also worshiped as a god, but he was actually a real man, and the first Egyptian to graduate from Pyramid University with a Triple Major as an ENGINEER, an ARCHITECT, and a PHYSICIAN.  Kind of a high achiever, I guess.  Imhotep lived around 2,600 B.C. and after his death, Egyptians worshiped him as their primary god of medicine.

What will you do when your health is gone?  For some of you this isn’t a rhetorical question.  Revisiting The Old Testament book of 
JOB … believed by most Bible teachers to be the oldest book in the Bible … here’s what Job said in JOB 2:10 when he was denied medical insurance because of his multiple pre-existing conditions and having too many unpaid medical bills …

JOB 2:10 (PARAPHRASE)

10 “Should we accept only good things from God and never anything painful, or that involves loss?”  Amazingly, Job didn’t build a single resentment against God or against God’s plans for his life while going through all this hardship and loss.

To some extent we understand Job … and to some extent we understand the pain and discouragement of the Egyptians as they go through yet another horrible plague … this one where their own health is on the line.  And while I love modern medicine, and while I’m grateful for doctors, nurses, chiropractors, physical therapists, pharmacists and more … let’s not forget the truth that GOD IS THE REAL HEALER … whether acting on His own, or through the gifts and callings of the people who’ve been called into science and medicine.  We mustn’t forget this.

This reminds me of what my dad and mom have gone through the past few years with their many health challenges.  It can get pretty confusing and discouraging, navigating all the red tape.  Please don’t get me wrong.  I’m grateful for the medical establish-ment.  Many of our loved ones, and even some of us would have checked out a long time ago without it.

But my point is that we need to be careful that we don’t start treating these amazing medical professionals like they’re gods, because they’re just ordinary people.  And as much as we want medicine to be an exact science, it isn’t … and medical people are only human.  But gang, LISTEN TO ME … we won’t get discouraged if our hope remains in the Lord first and in the medical community second.  Do you see it?

EXODUS 9:11-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians as well as on all the Egyptians.
12 And the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

I bet there were a lot of Egyptians crying out to Skhmet and Imhotep about now.  But nobody was answering as God was showing all the Egyptians, once again that He was the one, true God; and that even the Egyptian magicians, the ones everybody thought had the inside track with their plethora of gods … that even they couldn’t avoid the painful realities of this SIXTH PLAGUE.  Okay, let’s look quickly now at the SEVENTH, EIGHTH, and NINTH PLAGUES … plagues involving hail, locusts and darkness.

EXODUS 9:13-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
14 For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your servants and your people, so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth.
15 For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth.
16 But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth.
17 Still you exalt yourself against My people by not letting them go.
18 Behold, about this time tomorrow, I will send a very heavy hail, such as has not been seen in Egypt from the day it was founded until now.
19 Now therefore send, bring your livestock and whatever you have in the field to safety.  Every man and beast that is found in the field and is not brought home, when the hail comes down on them, will die.”’”
20 The one among the servants of Pharaoh who feared the word of the LORD made his servants and his livestock flee into the houses;
21 but he who paid no regard to the word of the LORD left his servants and his livestock in the field.

Before this SEVENTH PLAGUE God once again reminds Pharaoh who’s REALLY in control … and in v. 15 God shows Pharaoh that as bad as things have become, it’s only been by God’s mercy that everyone hasn’t been cut off from the earth … or killed.  Amazingly, God even tells Pharaoh and the Egyptians that if they’ll take Him at His word they’ll be spared the losses that would come with this plague.  And while the end, some people wisely took God up on His offer, others, including Pharaoh didn’t.  And it’s exactly still the same way today.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3

God calls us to journey with people toward His Son Jesus Christ.  As we obey God’s call to live this way, some people will move toward God and others won’t.  In the end, other people’s choices are not up to us.  We’re only responsible for our own choices.
 
And now we come to the SEVENTH PLAGUE … a plague of hail and lightening fire.

EXODUS 9:22-26 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 Now the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that hail may fall on all the land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”
23 Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth.  And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt.
24 So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 
25 The hail struck all that was in the field through all the land of Egypt, both man and beast; the hail also struck every plant of the field and shattered every tree of the field.
26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the sons of Israel were, there was no hail.

This SEVENTH PLAGUE sounds like the most frightening one so far, as God focused the plague against several Egyptian gods, but mainly against the sky goodness, Nut.

[image: Description: siris.gif]   Nut is a female goddess who is often portrayed stretching out her arms over the earth.  The Egyptians believed that somehow Nut was the barrier separating the forces of chaos from the ordered cosmos … keeping THE DARK SIDE apart from THE FORCE.  But I have a feeling that when all hail broke lose everyone thought Nut was nuts.  At the end of EXODUS 9, Pharaoh falsely repents, and his heart becomes ever harder than it’s ever been before.


EXODUS 9:27-35 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

27 Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned this time; the LORD is the righteous one, and I and my people are the wicked ones.
28 Make supplication to the LORD, for there has been enough of God’s thunder and hail; and I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.”
29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I go out of the city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD; the thunder will cease and there will be hail no longer, that you may know that the earth is the LORD’S.
30 But as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the LORD God.”
31 (Now the flax and the barley were ruined, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud.
32 But the wheat and the spelt were not ruined, for they ripen late.)
33 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread out his hands to the LORD; and the thunder and the hail ceased, and rain no longer poured on the earth. 
34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his servants.
35 Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not let the sons of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses.

Gang, true repentance comes from our hearts.  Pharaoh is angry and worn out by the consequences of his sin, but true repentance hasn’t yet worked itself into the center of his heart.  When Moses says to Pharaoh in v. 30, “I know you do not yet fear God” we see Moses’ discernment and wisdom growing and maturing.  This is great to see in him, and it’s great to see when these characteristics of God are growing within us, and being lived out of us.  And in vv. 34-35 I see our FOURTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 4

We sin when we harden our hearts toward God … and we sin when we choose to not repent after God mercifully answers our requests.

I’m going to divide EXODUS 10 up into two large sections and offer just a few observations about each section.  Let’s begin with EXODUS 10:1-20 … and the EIGHTH PLAGUE … a plague of locusts, which were giant grasshoppers.  Locust plagues were feared throughout the ancient world … so much so that the Egyptians often prayed to a locust god.  Unfortunately I couldn’t find an image of what this Egyptian locust god looked like, or any reference to his or her actual name.  If it was similar to other Egyptian Gods then it had a human body and the head of a locust.

EXODUS 10:1-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform these signs of Mine among them,
2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of your grandson, how I made a mockery of the Egyptians and how I performed My signs among them, that you may know that I am the LORD.”
3 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me?  Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
4 For if you refuse to let My people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your territory.
5 They shall cover the surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see the land.  They will also eat the rest of what has escaped — what is left to you from the hail — and they will eat every tree, which sprouts for you out of the field.
6 Then your houses shall be filled and the houses of all your servants and the houses of all the Egyptians, something which neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day that they came upon the earth until this day.’”  And he turned and went out from Pharaoh.
7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will this man be a snare to us?  Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God.  Do you not realize that Egypt is destroyed?”
8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD your God!  Who are the ones that are going?”
9 Moses said, “We shall go with our young and our old; with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we shall go, for we must hold a feast to the LORD.”
10 Then he said to them, “Thus may the LORD be with you, if ever I let you and your little ones go!  Take heed, for evil is in your mind.
11 Not so!  Go now, the men among you, and serve the LORD, for that is what you desire.”  So they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.
12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up on the land of Egypt and eat every plant of the land, even all that the hail has left.”
13 So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD directed an east wind on the land all that day and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts.
14 The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled in all the territory of Egypt; they were very numerous.  There had never been so many locusts, nor would there be so many again.
15 For they covered the surface of the whole land, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every plant of the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left.  Thus nothing green was left on tree or plant of the field through all the land of Egypt.
16 Then Pharaoh hurriedly called for Moses and Aaron, and he said, “I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you.
17 Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and make supplication to the LORD your God, that He would only remove this death from me.”
18 He went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the LORD.
19 So the LORD shifted the wind to a very strong west wind, which took up the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea; not one locust was left in all the territory of Egypt.
20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the sons of Israel go.

Sometimes we’ve read that Pharaoh hardened his own heart … then other places, like here in EXODUS 10:1, we read that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and in still other places we simply read that Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.  BUT NO MATTER HOW IT’S PUT, GOD ALLOWED PHARAOH TO HAVE THE HARD HEART HE SINFULLY DESIRED AND CHOSE TO HAVE.  God warned Pharaoh here in v. 3, telling him that if he didn’t humble himself, a plague of locusts would come.  And in speaking these words to Pharaoh, God nails the central issue that you and I have to deal with before we’re ever willing to really surrender to God … and that central issue is pride.

Humility always brings blessing, confidence, and gain, but pride always brings destruction, arrogance, and loss.  And like Pharaoh, the huge stumbling block in our becoming free from the things that keep us in bondage is our refusal to let go of our pride.  We’re just so stinkin’ afraid to admit that we’re a failure and that we need help.  And like Pharaoh, not wanting to appear weak, we all too often remain unwilling to honestly admit when we’re wrong.  And the cost of pride is sooooo high!

PROVERBS 16:18; JAMES 4:10 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

18 Pride comes before disaster, and arrogance before a fall.
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Once again Pharaoh SEEMS TO RELENT, but the qualifications he demands show that his heart is still hardened toward true surrender.  Pharaoh tries bargaining with God again, and we’re reminded that this is never a good idea.  Pharaoh says the men can go into the desert to worship, but that the women and children must stay in Egypt as collateral.  And God rejects this compromise.  And here’s our FIFTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 5

Because God holds all the negotiating leverage, He doesn’t need to strike bargains.  The sooner we realize and accept this the better.

And now the NINTH PLAGUE … a plague of darkness comes … and God uses the same pattern He’s used with the previous two sets of three plagues … and the NINTH PLAGUE, the third one in this third set arrives without warning.

.PPT 40-42 … EXODUS 10:21-29 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt.”
22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.
23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings.
24 Then Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be detained.  Even your little ones may go with you.”
25 But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice them to the LORD our God.
26 Therefore, our livestock too shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we shall take some of them to serve the LORD our
	God.
And until we arrive there, we ourselves do not know with what we shall serve the LORD.”
27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to let them go.
28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me!  Beware, do not see my face again, for in the day you see my face you shall die!”
29 Moses said, “You are right; I shall never see your face again!”

This wasn’t a normal, sun goes down darkness … it was “inside a cave without a candle darkness.”  It was the kind of darkness that came over the land when Jesus died on the cross (cf., MATTHEW 27:45). It was a supernatural kind of darkness whose spiritual basis was felt by everyone.  Remember that light isn’t only part of nature’s cycle, with the sun and the moon … light is also a central part of God’s character.  Listen to how the Apostle John writes about this in FIRST JOHN 1:5 …

FIRST JOHN 1:5b (THE MESSAGE)

5b God is light, pure light; there's not a trace of darkness in Him.

God even kept candles and lamps from working for the Egyptians during this three-day plague of total darkness.  What a slam against the power of the prominent Egyptian sun god Ra!  But the Jews were untouched by this NINTH PLAGUE, and I can picture their experience was when the chorus, “This Little Light Of Mine” was written and sung for the first time! 

I picture this light of God flooding the homes of the Jews being what’s called in other places throughout God’s Word (EXODUS 40:35; ISAIAH 6:1; LUKE 2:9), as the Shekinah glory of God, or the chabod.  After three days of total darkness, thinking once again that he’s in charge not God, and that God can be done away with, Pharaoh verbally threatens to kill God.  He still hadn’t learned much.

Oh friends how is the light of God alive in your home?  How is the presence of the Lord under your roof?  If you have children, are they being taught to walk in the light of God’s ways?  Is your home a place where you love each other and pray together, where things are right?  Let’s honor God and commit to live for Him by living in the light of God; let’s walk in God’s light; let’s be obedient to walk on the paths God lights up for us to see and walk on!  Here are two important questions …

1. Are you learning to have a soft, surrendered heart before God? 
2. Or is your heart getting harder and harder toward God because you’re blaming God for the challenges in your life?

ILLUSTRATION … A daughter confided in her father that she didn’t know how she was going to make it … that she was tired of fighting and struggling, and just wanted to give up.  It seemed like just as one problem was solved, a new one arose – and sometimes two.

Her father, a chef, took her into the kitchen where he filled three pots with water, put the pots onto burners and turned them on HIGH.  As each pot came to a boil, he put a carrot into one pot, an egg into another pot, and some ground coffee beans into the final pot.  And then he let all three pots boil away without saying a word.

The daughter impatiently waited, wondering what her father was doing.  In about ten minutes he turned off all the burners.  He took the carrot out and put it into a bowl … and then he took the egg out and put it into another bowl … and then he ladled out some of the brewed coffee out and poured it into a mug.

Turning to his daughter the father asked. “Honey, what do you see?”  “A carrot, an egg, and some coffee,” she replied.  He brought her closer and asked her to touch the carrot.  She did and noted that it was soft.  He then asked her to pick up the egg and crack it.  After shelling the egg, she saw it has now hard-boiled.  Finally, the father asked his daughter to try the coffee – and she smiled at its rich flavor.

After some time, the daughter asked her dad, “What does this mean?” and he explained that the carrot, the egg, and the coffee beans all faced the same adversity, boiling water, but they’d each reacted differently.

The carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting.  But after being put into the boiling water, it softened and became weak.  It was like the person who wilts under the adversity and the heat of life.

The egg started out fragile … its thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior.  But after going into the boiling water, its inside became hardened.  It was like the person who starts off with a soft heart, but after a death, a breakup, a divorce, or some other loss, their heart becomes hard.  Their outside shell looks the same, but their insides have become stiff and rigid.

But the ground coffee beans were different.  Because after being in the boiling water, they’d actually changed the water, instead of the boiling water changing them.  The coffee beans actually changed the very thing that brought their pain.  And in fact, the hotter the water, the better it tasted.

Friends, let’s invite God to use the difficulties of our lives to bring about good changes, not bad changes in us.  Not settling for “three dollars worth of God” let’s invite God to pour into us and through us all of Him that we can hold, and all of Him He desires to pour through us into the lives of others.  LET’S COMMIT EVERY DAY TO BEING A BLESSING AND A WITNESS FOR GOD.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH FROM EXODUS 11.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST AND THEN COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!

ALSO, JOIN GREGG AND OTHERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
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Good morning 

friends.  I’m glad 

you’re

 

he

re.  

I come 

here 

e

ach Sunday praying and 

expecting … believing God has assembled who He wants to be here

.  

I get that there 

will always be people who will blow God off.  I’ve done this.  You’ve do

ne this.  

We’ve all done this.

 

 

But while we can

 

all

 

think of times in our liv

es when this has been true of us 

–

 

God 

calls us to a commitment to Him that looks different than this … 

to 

a faith that isn’t 

fickle,

 

to

 

a faith that isn’t situation, 

to 

a faith

 

that isn’t circumstantial, to 

a faith 

that isn’t willing to compromise during 

times of testing and challenge, 

to a faith 

that 

stands up with courage to be the people God is calling us to be, and 

to a faith 

that 

moves forward with purpose with the challenges to live out the Gospel that God lays 

down before us and asks us to navigate 

with Him.

 

 

Before the

 

FIFTH PLAGUE

, God mercifully gives Pharaoh anothe

r warning and with 

the warning comes 

an opportunity to repent.  But as 

Pharaoh has

 

done so many times 

before, 

he

 

makes choices that turn

 

his heart even harder toward 

God’s mercy

.  

I 

ori

ginally s

hared this reading with you several years ago 

while

 

teaching through 

REVELATION 2

-

3

, but these words 

by

 

Wilbur Rees that 

author 

Tim

 

Hansel shares in 

his book

 

entitled

 

When I Relax I Feel Guilty

 

fit so well, that I’m going to 

use them 

again this mo

rning to set the stage as we 

begin

 

our study of

 

EXODUS 9

-

10

.

 

 

.PPT 

2

-

5

 

…

 

 

THREE DOLLARS WORTH 

OF GOD

 

| 

by 

Wilbur Rees

 

 

I would like to buy 

“

three dollars worth of God

”

, please.

 

Not enough to explode my soul 

or

 

disturb my sleep.

 

Not enough to take control o

f my life.

 

I want just enough to equal a cup of warm milk.

 

Just enough to ease some of the pain from my guilt.

 

 

I would like to buy 

“three dollars worth of God”

, please.

 

I would like to find a love that is pocket

-

sized.

 

I don’t want enough of 

God to make m

e love 

people who look different than 

me

,

 

or pick beets with a m

igrant.  

Not enough to change my heart.

 

 

I can only stand just enough to take to church when I have time.

 

Just enough to equal a snooze in the sunshine.

 

I want 

ecstasy

, not 

transformation

.

 

I w

ant the warmth of 

the womb, but not a new birth.

 

I would l

ike to purchase 

“

a pound of the Eternal

”

 

in a paper sack.

 

